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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE, QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPERIENCE OF MEMBERS 

37. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

With regard to the Department of Agriculture’s Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) which is responsible for 
seeing that all licence applications to deal with genetic material by the Department of Agriculture are completed 
and scrutinised and ensuring that all the conditions which the Office of Gene Technology Regulator may attach 
to the licence are fully complied with - 

(1) Could the Minister provide details of whether any members have currently or formerly been employed 
for academic Departments or employed by biotechnology companies or companies directly involved in 
marketing or releasing GM crops into the environment? 

(2) If so, what is the nature of their involvement? 

(3) How many of the members have qualifications and experience in ecology or environmental impact 
assessment and who are they? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

1)   Of all the current members of the Department of Agriculture's IBC only Professor Jonathan Majer is, or 
has been, employed by an academic department.  No member is, or has been, employed by 
biotechnology companies or companies directly involved in marketing or releasing GM crops into the 
environment. 

2)   Professor Jonathan Majer is Associate Dean of Research (Engineering and Science), Head of the School 
of Chemical and Biological Sciences and Head of Department and Professor of Invertebrate 
Conservation in the Department of Environmental Biology at Curtin University of Technology. 

3)   Although most members would have received some level of ecological training during their tertiary 
scientific studies only Professor Majer and Mr Mark Taylor have specific qualifications in this area.  Mr 
Taylor has a degree in Environmental Science which includes the study of environmental impact 
assessment.  Dr Martin Barbetti, Dr Darryl Hardie and Dr Sue Sutherland consider that they have some 
experience in ecology as a normal component of the research work.  Dr Sue Sutherland also led the 
Strategic Environmental Review into the establishment of a barramundi aquaculture industry in Lake 
Argyle. 

 


